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dr. hm ashraf ali
edmonton multicultural coalition association
i am honoured to be part of the edmonton multicultural
coalition association (emca) as the President of the
Board of Directors in 2024. this year started with many
challenges, but together with the Board and our new
executive Director, we were able to sustain the organization
and make progress.

as we reflect on the past year, i am immensely proud of the
strides we have made together as a community and as an
organization. the resilience, dedication, and innovation
demonstrated by our team and partners have been truly
inspiring.

Despite the many challenges we experienced
during the year, we have navigated this period
with unwavering commitment. our strategic
initiatives have not only sustained our
operations but have also positioned us for
future growth and success. Key achievements
this year include:

 anti-racism Projects: We implemented
several anti-racism workshops that brought
people together to discuss the impacts of
racism and how to address. the workshops
also created cross-cultural awareness and
connections.

 community engagement: our commitment
to community involvement has been reinforced
through numerous outreach programs,
fostering stronger relationships and positive
impacts.

 sustainability efforts: We have made
significant advancements in our sustainability
goals, making new partnerships.

Despite the many challenges we experienced
during the year, we have navigated this period
with unwavering commitment. our strategic
initiatives have not only sustained our
operations but have also positioned us for
future growth and success. Key achievements
this year include:

• anti-racism Projects:
We implemented several anti-racism
workshops that brought people together to
discuss the impacts of racism and how to
address. the workshops also created cross-
cultural awareness and connections.

• community engagement: our commitment to
community involvement has been reinforced
through numerous outreach programs,
fostering stronger relationships and positive
impacts.

• sustainability efforts: We have made
significant advancements in our sustainability 
goals through innovative projects, making new
partnerships and collaborations.

message FrOm the President

as we move forward, our focus remains on serving
ethnocultural communities, equity-deserving communities,
and building and maintaining networks. We are dedicated to
investing in sustainable projects and practices that not only
drive our growth but also contribute positively to society.

i extend my deepest gratitude to our employees, partners,
and stakeholders. Your unwavering support and dedication
are the pillars of our success. together, we will continue to
navigate the future with confidence and purpose.



John gaye
message FrOm the executive directOr

as i reflect on the past year, i am filled with a deep

sense of gratitude and pride for what we have

achieved together. this year has been one of

significant progress, resilience, and community impact,

all made possible by the unwavering support of our

donors, volunteers, partners, and dedicated staff.

our mission to support ethnocultural and equity-

deserving communities has seen remarkable strides

this year. Here are some highlights:

 Program expansion: We successfully launched our

new capacity building initiative in collaboration with the

edmonton construction association, which has already

made a significant impact by connecting job seeker with

employers.

 community engagement: through our outreach

efforts and anti-racism projects, we engaged over 500

individuals, fostering stronger community ties and raising

awareness about racism, its impacts on people of colour,

how to address it, and the need for cross-cultural

connections.

 support services: We expanded our support services

to include career development initiative for immigrant

youths, ensuring that we meet the diverse needs of the

communities we serve.

“strength and growth come only

through continuous effort and

struggle.” - napolean hill

this year was not without its challenges.

taking over as the new executive Director in

the face of funding cuts tested our resilience

and adaptability. However, we emerged

stronger, thanks to the innovative solutions

and collaborative spirit of our team. our ability

to pivot and adapt has enabled us to

continue providing essential services without

interruption. as we move into the next year,

our commitment to fostering community

engagement and socio-economic integration

remains steadfast. We are excited to embark

on new initiatives that will further our impact

and reach.

i extend my deepest gratitude to all of you – 

our supporters, volunteers, staff, and partners.

Your dedication, generosity, and unwavering

belief in our mission have been the driving

force behind our successes. together, we

have made a profound difference, and

together, we will continue to build a brighter

future for our community.



Our missiOn
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a strong, vibrant community
strengthened through equitable.

Our visiOn
through civic engagement, foster
multicultural and socio-economic
integration.

emcA housed on traditional
land of treaty 6 territory.

emcA acknowledges the
diverse indigenous peoples
whose ancestors’ footsteps
have marked this territory for
centuries, such as cree, dene,
saulteaux, blackfoot, nakota
sioux,metis and inuit



over the past year, we have made great
progress in connecting edmonton diverse
ethnocultural communities. through a series
of community engagements, we heard from
communities regarding the challenges they
face, including the need for youth
engagement, and access to resources
among others.

a key theme that emerged was the need for
stronger support systems to help newcomers
navigate the canadian system. communities
also expressed their desires for stronger 
intercultural connections, emphasizing the
importance of breaking down barriers to
create a more inclusive city. 

While many appreciated the emcA’s efforts
in connecting people and providing essential
services, there were calls for even broader
conversations to reach a wider audience.

moving forward, we are committed to
addressing these concerns, continuing to
build relationships across communities, and
ensuring our work remains relevant and
responsive to the needs of ethnocultural
communities in edmonton.
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anti-racism wOrKshOPs
a thOusand stePs: anti-racism and crOss-cultural awareness

one of our anti-racism projects called a thousand steps: anti-racism and cross-cultural awareness, focused
on finding ways to promote racial equity and build stronger connections across cultures in edmonton.
the project created a forum where participants discussed the importance of recognizing people as individuals,
rather than just by their race. Participants emphasized the need for government policies and services to better
support people of colour and new immigrants. one of the key issues raised was the challenge many
immigrants face when their foreign credentials are not recognized, as well as the canadian experience barrier
in the job market.

During the workshop, participants discussed how important it is to recognize people as individuals, rather
than just by their race. they also talkedabout the need for government policies and services to better support
diverse communities. one of the key issues raised was the challenge many immigrants face when their
foreign credentials are not recognized, as well as the canadian experience barrier in the job market.

to address these challenges, participants recommended changes in hiring practices, such as removing
demographic identifiers from job applications, revising Hr policies, and creating anti-racism programs in
workplaces. a significant part of the conversation focused on how mainstream groups often fail to genuinely
engage people of color. this highlighted the need for everyone to reflect on their own racial privilege
and ensure that marginalized voices are heard and valued.

the workshop’s insights will help guide the coalition future work in promoting racial equity and cultural
awareness in alberta.



breaKing racial barriers 
June 15,2024

on June 15, 2024, we hosted the &quot;Breaking racial Barriers&quot; workshop at clareview recreation
centre. the event brought together a diverse group of people from various backgrounds, including students,
employers, hiring agencies, healthcare workers, and leaders. the goal was to address issues of race and
inclusion, offering practical ways to break down racial barriers in different settings, especially in the
workplace.

Workshop participants stressed the need for open
conversations, systemic change, and equal opportunities
for all as important steps toward creating a more inclusive
and supportive community for everyone in edmonton.

the workshop focused on the idea that equity (fairness) is
more important than equality (sameness) and how creating
inclusive workplaces goes beyond treating everyone the
same. it encouraged participants to challenge racism in
policies and behaviors. the emc’s mission is to build a
culture where everyone, no matter their background, can
succeed. Key topics included building cross-cultural
connections, addressing unconscious bias, and promoting
fairness and transparency in workplaces and institutions. 



tOgether we stand
every shade every bacKgrOund every cOlOr 
sePtember 7, 2024

as part of the ongoing initiative to promote anti-racism and inclusivity, a workshop titled together We stand:
every shade, every Background, every colour was held to bring together edmontonians of all races,
including leaders of communities and organizations. the workshop focused on addressing 
systemic racism, especially in education, healthcare, and employment. Participants shared ideas on how 
individuals, organizations, and governments can collaborate to make meaningful change regarding racism.
a key discussion point was the role of inclusive language in shaping attitudes towards race and how to track
the success of anti-racism initiatives. the event emphasized the importance of unity and cultural awareness
in overcoming barriers. 

it was clear that education and open
conversations about race are crucial
for building an inclusive community.
as a result of the workshop, the
edmonton multicultural coalition
committed to developing an action
plan that includes outreach, training,
and policy advocacy to reduce
racism and celebrate diversity.



embrace yOur beauty - hair withOut bOrders 
OctOber 26, 2024

in our ongoing commitment to fostering inclusivity, we held a workshop that addressed the complex issue
of hair discrimination. the event provided a platform for deep, meaningful conversations about how hair
connects to cultural identity and the harmful effects of bias, particularly for individuals in the biPoc
community.

in storytelling, hands-on activities, and cultural exchanges to explore the significance of hair across different
cultures. through shared personal experiences, attendees gained a better understanding of how hair can be
a powerful symbol of identity and pride, while also serving as a target for discrimination, especially in
professional environments.

the workshop emphasized the importance of challenging stereotypes and advocating for inclusive beauty
standards. By highlighting the harmful impacts of hair bias, it offered practical solutions for addressing this
issue—empowering participants to act and create positive change in their communities.

as we continue to raise awareness and promote hair diversity, we remain dedicated o providing spaces for
cross-cultural connections and inclusivity. our work is far from over, and we look forward to future events that
celebrate the beauty of all hair types and challenge discriminatory norms.



city OF edmOntOn anti-racism shOwcase 

We were privileged to attend the city of
edmonton anti-racism showcase, which
celebrated the efforts to combat racism in the
community. the event highlighted initiatives
funded by the 2023 anti-racism Grant and
gave the edmonton multicultural coalition a
platform to share our anti-racism projects and
their impact on promoting inclusivity, equity,
and understanding in edmonton.

it was an inspiring experience to see the
meaningful work being done by other
organizations and to share the impact of
our own projects. We are grateful for the
opportunity to participate.
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EMBRACING EVERY CULTURE



a steP tOwards engaging
the multicultural cOmmunity
in the cOnstructiOn 
industry.

cOnstructiOn JObs inFOrmatiOn
sessiOn and career Fair
nOvember 6, 2024

a significant step towards a more inclusive edmonton
took place at the construction Jobs information session
and career fair, where over 120 participants—primarily
new immigrants—gathered to explore career opportunities
in the construction industry. the event, hosted in
partnership with the edmonton construction association,
aimed to break down barriers and promote diversity in a
sector traditionally underrepresented by diverse
communities.

attendees had the chance to engage directly with industry
professionals, learning about various roles in construction,
including trades, and the skills required to succeed in this
growing field. the event was more than just an
informational session; it provided a space for networking
and personal connections, resulting in several individuals
securing job interviews and employers expressing a keen
interest in adopting more inclusive hiring practices.

the success of the event underscored the critical need to build a diverse workforce that reflects the
growing diversity of our community. By connecting newcomers with industry professionals and providing
valuable resources, the event helped open doors for many to enter the construction sector and begin
building their careers in edmonton.

Looking ahead, both the edmonton multicultural coalition and the edmonton construction association
are committed to continuing these efforts. Plans are already underway to offer mentorship, training, and
more career-building opportunities, helping to strengthen the workforce of the future. together, we are
building a stronger, more diverse edmonton—one that thrives on the contributions of everyone.



actiOns this summer

the Labour Day Youth soccer tournament for U9 and U13 players took place on saturday, august 31,
2024, at Londonderry community field. organized by the Liberia community Youth and Kids soccer
mini talent, the event brought together young athletes from different backgrounds to compete and 
celebrate the spirit of sports.

the tournament not only showcased the talents of the players but also highlighted the importance of
sports in building cultural connections and promoting racial harmony. sports serve as a universal 
language, uniting people of all races,nationalities, and ethnicities. Beyond the competition, the event
emphasized the physical, social, and mental benefits of sports, while also fostering stronger community
ties and combating discrimination.

“Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, sacrifice,

and most of all, love of what you are doing or learning to do.” - Pele

teams from three different communities
participated in the tournament: the eritrea soccer
team, the all-nations soccer team, and the Liberia
soccer team. each team displayed incredible skills,
teamwork, and sportsmanship throughout the day.
the event concluded with an awards ceremony
where outstanding players and teams were
recognized for their exceptional performances.

andile ngwenya, Program coordinator of the
edmonton multicultural coalition, presented
trophies and medals to the winners, celebrating
their achievements and contributions to the
tournament.

overall, the Labour Day Youth soccer
tournament was a huge success, serving as a
reminder of the positive impact sports can have
in bringing people together, regardless of their
background.



finAnciAl stAtements

reVenUe

fcss grant                      $166,950
grants and other funds  $117,343
other income                   $1,861

REVENUE FCSS Grant Grants and other Funds Other Income

58%41%

operational costs  $29,635

Program costs 

eXPenses

EXPENSES OPERATION COSTS PROGRAM COSTS

12%

88%

 $220,944



alberta culture
multiculturalism and status of Women alberta
trade
immigration and multiculturalism
canadian Parks and recreation
association (cPrA)
community initiatives Program (ciP),
alberta Government
city of edmonton (coe)
community investment operating Grant (ciog)
emerging immigrant and refugee
communities Grant (eirc)
family and community social services (fcss)

Our Key Funders
2003-2004

eDmonton cHamBer of VoLUntarY
orGaniZation (ecVo)

eDmonton intercULtUraL centre (eic)

eDmonton constrUction association

eDmonton foUnDation of commUnitY

LeaGUes (efcl)

Greater eDmonton aLLiance (geA)

JeWisH famiLY serVices eDmonton
(Jfse)

We anD tHe WorLD centre (WAW)

Our Key Partners
2003-2004

2024 BoarD of Directors

dr. hm Ashraf Ali, President
lawrence florkiah, Vice President
Anupama deshpande, treasurer
edith ebakole-ukhun, secretary
William chea, member
manny bautista, member
mary Joe Aissa, member

2023-2024 staff

tapagni chakraborty, Project
coordinator - igniting impact

buhlebenkosi fiona mpofu, Project
coordinator - Building Youth
leaders together through soccer

(bYltts)
Amena shehab, Project
coordinator – telling stories
together – Youth Lens
Andile ngwenyn, Program
coordinator

2023 animators

Amena shehab (syria)
durga luitel (nepal)
nicole nebril (Philippines)
maude chea (Liberia)
mian Wang (china)
koussigue derping (chad)
tarik dafla (eritrea/ethiopia)

We Would Also like to
recognize the contributions
of recent former stAff:

tania Ymbi, community Animator
coordinator – All together now 2022

shambhu nath chowdhury,
office Administrator, 2022

We Would Also like to recognize the
contributions of recent former
stAff:

tania Ymbi, community Animator
coordinator – All together now 2022

shambhu nath
chowdhury, office Administrator, 2022
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