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The Edmonton Multicultural Coalition is excited to offer a workshop series on 

Intercultural Approaches to Social Integration. Through dialogue, reflection and 

visual methods, participants from Immigrant Communities and Host Communities  

—including Indigenous Peoples and Settler Canadians —will come together in  

EMCommon Spaces. Participation in the series is an opportunity to share and learn   

best local practices to social integration. All are welcome! 

CommonSpace 1 Introductions & Overview: Thursday, November 9, 5h30 pm 

CommonSpace 2 Bridging Approaches: Thursday, November 23, 5h30 pm 

CommonSpace 3 Linking Approaches: Thursday, December 7, 5h30 pm 

CommonSpace 4 Shareback Event: January, 2018 (date t.b.c.)

All workshops will take place at the Edmonton Intercultural Centre 9538-107 Ave. 

(former McCauley School). Dinner will be provided.

For more information and to RSVP please contact the EMC Community Research  

Facilitator Leslie Robinson by email: llrobins@ualberta.ca

Insights gathered from EMCommon Spaces will  

inform our annual Community Based Research, 

funded by the Family and Community Support  

Services (FCSS) Grant, City of Edmonton.

This research was funded by the City of Edmonton’s 
Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant



Research Questions and Objectives 

	 What might an intercultural approach to social integration be like? 

	 In what kind of space might it occur? 

	 What does this approach look like and feel like?
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Though ‘learning by doing’ we have aimed to come up  
with practical examples of “intercultural” approaches  
to “social integration.”
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Our Approach to Community Research

	 ·	 Collaborative
	 ·	 Exploratory 
	 ·	 “Intercultural”  
	 ·	 Multi-modal 
	 ·	 Voluntary 
	 ·	 Documented collectively
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Multiculturalism focuses on respectful coexistence of multiple 
cultures living side-by-side where cultures are generally preserved. 
Often there is a superficial celebration of food, folk, and festivals 
without deep learning. Exchange between cultural groups is limited 
and tends to be superficial, such as celebrations of food and  
cultural practices. 

Interculturalism emphasizes the relationships between different 
cultural communities and the creation of space for hybrid cultures 
and practices. Host communities are influenced by immigrant 
communities and vice versa. Cultures act in multiple directions: 
through interactions with each other all parties transform.
(Fleras and Elliott, 2002; Powell and Size, 2004; Sandercock, 2003; United Church, 2011)
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Immigrant and Host communities

EMCommon spaces have the goal of supporting relationships  
between “host” and “immigrant communities” where all parties 
have the responsibility to change. 

“Immigrant communities”: all generations of newcomers to  
Canada (that are “visible minorities”)

“Host communities”: two broad categories 

	 Indigenous Peoples (A collective noun for First Nations, Inuit,  
	 Métis, and interchangeable with Aboriginal Peoples) and
	 Settler Canadians (Canadians of European descent)
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Immigrant and Host communities

These terms were challenged, suggesting a need to revise the 
definition of immigrant communities.

	 “Why don’t we use racialized settlers?”

	 “Immigrants are settlers!”
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Social Integration

“Integration is a reciprocal process where newcomers are  
incorporated into a new society. During the process, both the 
newcomer and host society change as a result of interaction  
with one another.” 
—Wilkinson, 2013, p. 1
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Findings / Themes

	 What did we find out?
	 What did we experience?
	 How might we share?
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IDENTITY / BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS / CONNECTIONS
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